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This artist's rendering presents the most current version of plans for Taylor's new science center. The board will reassess plans
in June, President Eugene Habecker said.

By Andrew Neel
Contributor
The finalized design for Taylor’s new science center should
be complete by June, administrators said at Thursday’s board
of trustees meeting.
The meeting, part of the
board’s schedule of meetings
Wednesday, Thursday and today, gave board members a
chance to meet some of the science professors and student researchers face-to-face.

Taylor President Eugene Habecker said it was important
to get board members excited
about the proposed science
building.
“It’s one thing for the board
to approve a project. It’s quite
another for the board to own a
project,” he said.
Physics Professor Hank Voss,
who proposed the “green” design for the new building, said
the building has gone through
its first iteration of design.
He said the floor and eleva-

tion plans are nearly decided
and plans will become clearer
as science faculty and student
researchers work with the architects to refine the design.
Voss and Don Takehara,
director of the Center for Research & Innovation, said the
building’s green design would
save on energy costs and could
lead to a number of grants from
various foundations.
“Why are we doing this?”
Takehara said. “We’re doing
this because of God’s mandate

for stewardship.”
The board’s schedule this
week also includes discussions
about a future capital campaign
for Vision 2016 and tuition issues – specifically, Habecker
said, whether Taylor should
keep raising tuition each year
or whether the school should
explore alternative revenues
while flat-lining or even decreasing tuition.
Editor in Chief Chrissie
Thompson contributed to this
report.

TU student presents to Oxford society
By Brent Clouse
Contributor
Like many Taylor students,
junior Catherine Barnett studied abroad during January
term. 		
But Barnett’s J-term became
different from her classmates’
when she presented to the C.S.
Lewis Society at the University
of Oxford in England.
Barnett spent her J-term
participating in the honors department’s study trip to Oxford,
where she had the rare privilege
to present to the society an essay she wrote about the similarities between the works of British authors George MacDonald
and J.R.R. Tolkien.
“It explores the potential influences that MacDonald might
have had on Tolkien’s writings,”
Barnett said.
Barnett’s essay primarily
focuses on Tolkien’s personal
writings and the opinions of
MacDonald.
She explains that a younger

Tolkien originally admired McDonald, but later in life began
to criticize him after rereading
many of his works.
Barnett concludes in her essay that ultimately Tolkien was
able to discover beauty through
MacDonald that is evident in
his many famous novels today.
C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkien
were both members during the
1930s of a literary discussion
group known as the Inklings.
This special society of literature enthusiasts acted as
trailblazers for the fantasy
genre, canonizing novels such
as Lewis’s “Out of the Silent
Planet” and Tolkien’s “Lord of
the Rings.”
Both of these well-known
English writers owe much of
their inspiration to MacDonald.
The C.S. Lewis Society focuses on the writings of Lewis,
as well as his friends in the Inklings.
In many ways, MacDonald
acted as the forerunner to the

Inklings, Barnett said.
“George MacDonald predated Tolkien and Lewis and
wrote many fairy tales, novels
and sermons that the Inklings
would have been very familiar
with,” Barnett said.
Barnett said her presentation
came as a pleasant surprise for
her.
“I had previously written the
essay before going abroad,” she
said. “(Taylor Professor) Joseph
Ricke mentioned the essay to
one of the professors at Oxford,
who gave him a call after one of
their speakers had canceled on
them.
“I later on got the call from
Dr. Ricke asking me to present
my essay on MacDonald and
Tolkien.”
This sudden turn of events
gave Barnett a once in a lifetime
opportunity.
She was asked to present her
original work to a congregation
of American and English students and their professors.
“We were actually a couple

blocks away from the Eagle and
Child when I presented it,” she
said, mentioning the pub the
Inklings used for their meetings.
“It was a great opportunity to
engage in scholarship in a setting with such rich history.”

Commissioner
Israel
L.
Gaither, the national commander of the Salvation Army,
will speak at Taylor’s 2008
commencement
ceremony,
Taylor President Eugene Habecker said.
Habecker and Gaither have
served together on the board of
the Christian Management Association.
Once, when the two were together, Habecker asked Gaither whether he had interest in
speaking at Taylor, and Gaither
responded enthusiastically, the
Taylor president said.
“He’ll be a superb speaker,”
Habecker said.
Gaither has served with the
Salvation Army since 1964, including a stint from 2002 to
2006 as chief of staff, the organization’s second highest position.
Gaither, an African American, has broken many color
barriers in the organization,
including being the first African
American chief of staff and the
first African American to serve
in his current position.
Taylor Communication Professor Kathy Bruner, whose
parents serve in the Salvation Army, is a family friend of
Gaither.
He is a dynamic and passionate speaker, she said.
“It’s clear that the Holy Spirit
empowers him,” she said. “I
think it’s great for Taylor (to
have him as commencement
speaker) because the Salva-
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Salvation Army Commissioner Israel L. Gaither Taylor will
speak at Taylor's 2008 commencement.

tion Army isn’t widely known
on Taylor’s campus and yet is a
significant part of the evangelical community, particularly in
its ministry to the poor. Given
Taylor’s interest in social justice, I think Gaither is a good
fit.”
The commencement speaker
announcement came after Taylor originally invited Sen. Evan
Bayh (D-Ind.) to speak at the
ceremony, an invitation met
with controversy among some
Taylor community members.
Bayh accepted, but cancelled
his engagement Nov. 2, citing
senate rules that would not allow him to take a private plane
to Taylor and therefore made
him unable to attend.
Part of this week’s meeting
with the board of trustees included discussion to clarify the
purposes of commencement
and what kinds of speakers
Taylor administration should
invite, Habecker said.

First Taylor Man Church

Habecker takes four seniors to
Presidential Prayer Breakfast
By Chrissie Thompson
Editor in chief
President Eugene Habecker
has attended the Presidential
Prayer Breakfast countless
times, he says.
But this year brought a
new experience, as Habecker
brought four Taylor seniors to
attend the breakfast with him
and his wife, Marylou.
Habecker invited Student
Body President Tamara Shaya
to attend the breakfast, marking the first time the Taylor
president has taken students to
the event.
Shaya also nominated Global
Outreach Co-director Kari Barrows, Campus Ministries Intern

News

Philip Byers and Taylor Association of Business Students
President Jessica Wittebols to
join the Habeckers Feb. 6-10 in
Washington, D.C.
“It’s part of the kind of thing
that Marylou and I would like to
do every year, part of introducing the students to the larger
world,” Habecker said.
The students attended the
prayer breakfast proceedings
as part of the National Student
Leadership Forum, a gathering
of 100 Christian students from
mainly non-Christian colleges.
Members of the forum had
their own events to attend, but
did get to participate in the Feb.
7 prayer breakfast, along with
other first-time attendees, via a

live video feed.
The students said they appreciated that the prayer breakfast
featured stories of bipartisan
leadership, as Christian Democrats and Republicans came
together around their common
faith.
“Being there … rehabilitated
my view of American politics,”
Byers said.
“People our age tend to be
hypercynical and critical about
everything involving politics,
and then meeting people, even
at the Taylor alumni event –
they’re down-to-earth.”
In addition to mingling with
national political figures, the
students also met leaders from
Angola, Australia, Bolivia and
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Taylor men gathered Saturday night in the Kesler Student Activity Center to hear the Rev.
Dave Garda, a Taylor graduate who trains church volunteers, speak at the first Man Church.
The all-nighter consisted of games, worship, food and fellowship.

London, along with a member
of the Afghan Parliament.
“It’s called the national prayer
breakfast, but it really should be
called the international prayer
breakfast,” Byers said, noting
that attendees came from 155
countries.
The highlight of the trip, Habecker and the students said,

was an hour-long meeting with
Douglas Coe, leader of the Fellowship, the group that helps
organize the prayer breakfast.
Coe, a friend of Habecker,
encouraged the students to
read the Gospels to get to know
the person of Jesus, Shaya said,
which she and Barrows plan to
do for Lent.

“I’ve grown up in the church,
been to Christian school my
whole life, but I’d never really
grappled with the fact that I
shouldn’t be following an organized religion,” she said.
“I need to be following Jesus,
and what that means is I need
to be studying the word really
in-depth.”
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Election 2008: The Echo's guide to SBP candidates
By CARRIE BRAGG
Chief Correspondent
Campaigning began Monday for
the 2008 - 2009 presidential candidate.
The four candidates face off in a
debate at 10 p.m. Monday in the
student union, with all students,
including seniors, participating on
Tuesday in primary voting.
The primary will leave two final
candidates, who will debate Feb.
25 in preparation for the final election Feb. 26.
Photo by Andy Marston
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Candidate

Becky Chow

Favorite food at
the DC

Favorite Bible
verse
What is the most
important thing
an SBP could
contribute to TU?
How would you
best define a

Laura McGrath

an inanimate
object, what

“Anything Parents’ Weekend.”

Meat loaf. “I love meat loaf. It is
such a comfort food. I always feel
full for hours after eating it.”

Isaiah 43:1-3. “It is a powerful
testament to God’s constant,
personal love for us and reminds
me that I am never alone.

Micah 6:8. “It stresses the importance of walking in humility
with God.”

Isaiah 41:10. “Sometimes in life,
the ground falls out from underneath you, and the only thing
that truly can hold you up is the
hand of God.”

Isaiah 1:17. “Those in need are all
around us, hurting. With Christ,
we can bring hope and love to
them, while standing up against
injustices.”

“I believe the most important
thing ... is leading its students
into a deeper relationship with
God and with one another.
Nothing else compares to the
importance of our relationship
with God.”

“The SBP really sets the tone for
the school year at Taylor – a vision and the ability to articulate
their vision well, inspiring others
to that vision, while spurring one
another on to good deeds.”

“A vision that inspires students
to be actively and tangibly seeking the will of God.”

“He or she has a vision of where
he or she is going and a desire to
accomplish it.”

“Recognizing God’s working and
leading in your life, developing
those gifts and using them in a
positive manner to affect change
for those around you.”

A well-worn couch. “They provide so much comfort, a place
to relax and are key to a good
conversation.”

A coffee mug. “They provide an
outlet for community, a great
reason to get together for a conversation and they make quite
a lovely accessory for fireplaces,
music and quality literature.”

The Valentine’s Day banquet with
the Taylor Sounds & Friends is Friday, Feb. 15!
Didn't get a ticket? Not a problem!
You can still listen in tonight LIVE
at 7:30pm on WTUR 89.7FM.
Access the broadcast on the network at
portal.taylor.edu/wtur/stream.

I now see
the world
with a new
set of eyes.

“As (President Eugene) Habecker describes, is someone who
believes they can and must make
a difference in their community
and does so by following biblical
principal.”
An iPod shuffle. “I believe that if
we live our lives as a song, others
will ask about the music. Why
a shuffle? Because I love to be
spontaneous.”

“With an achievable vision
grounded in God’s will, the SBP
could set the academic, spiritual
and relational tone of the campus.
The SBP must ensure the creation
of life-long learners dedicated to
bringing Christ’s redemption to a
world in need.”
“Prepared to adapt to changing
circumstances ... able to relate
to those around him / her while
always seeking input and different perspectives.”
A lava lamp. “Because it is hypnotic to look at.”

New national student survey aids
with campus improvement efforts
By Hannah Beers
Staff Writer
Beginning Feb. 18, first-year
students and seniors will receive invitations via e-mail to
participate in the National Survey of Student Engagement.
The online survey measures
the effectiveness of an academic environment based on
student experience.
“There’s an educational theory that the more engaged stu-

Carlos Tellez
Grace Seminary
Student

dents are on campus, the more
they learn,” explained Brent
Maher, graduate assistant to
the provost. “This is one way
of measuring how successful
your campus is.”
The NSSE results are based
on questions about the campus
environment, the level of academic challenge and student
interaction with faculty and in
the classroom.
“The information is taken
seriously,” Maher said. “The

NSSE helps us to see some areas where we can improve and
helps us to plan accordingly.
So it’s important for students
(to) take the survey so we get
the most accurate results.”
Taylor University is one of
about 1,200 four-year colleges
and universities administering
the survey nationwide.
Scores give the university
assessment council a student’s
perspective, a comparison to
other similar schools and feed-

back on how to build a more
effective campus.
Maher stressed the significance of student participation.
“One of Taylor’s strategic
initiatives right now is to develop a culture of continuous quality improvement,” he
said. “We're always seeking
to get better, never satisfied
with where we’re at and always
pushing to improve.”

Taylor joins other I-69 colleges
in business plan competition

The passion for other cultures God gave me through my earlier
experiences was united to the amazing intercultural insights and
academic direction offered at Grace. The instruction is far from
a mere academic exercise. Instead, it comes from missionaries
and pastors who have experienced and dealt with the very
issues discussed in class.
A glimpse of Grace:
Biblically Rooted t Culturally Sensitive t Ministry Focused
Academically Excellent t Spiritually Transforming

M.A., M.Div., D.Min. programs
in Intercultural Studies, and
M.A. Local Church Ministry
(distance education)

News

Zach Hunsinger

Desserts. “All desserts, now and
forever more. I especially love
chocolate oatmeal squares.”

would you be?

Web site: gts.grace.edu

Josh Hibschman

Chicken cordon bleu – “with
what is only known as ‘hot dessert,’ but consists of a warm, hot
fudge cake.”

‘leader’?
If you could be
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t E-mail: gtsrec@grace.edu t Telephone: 800-54-Grace x 6435
200 Seminary Drive, Winona Lake, IN 46590

By Benita Lee
Staff Writer
Five Taylor students joined students
from other area universities to form impromptu business plans in the second I69 Collegiate Innovation Challenge on the
first weekend of February.
Freshman Alicia Locher was on the
winning team in the competition, which
created teams with one student from each
participating university: Anderson, Ball
State, Huntington, Indiana Wesleyan and
Taylor to create the plans and present
them to a panel of judges.
The competition, which took place took
place Feb. 1 and 2 at the Swan Lake Resort
in Plymouth, required students to solve
a social healthcare issue by developing a
profitable business proposal.
Innovation and collaboration were at
the heart of the challenge.
“The challenge is a fantastic next step
in fostering entrepreneurial collaboration
among the public and private institutions
in the I-69 corridor,” said Mick Bates, the
director of the Innovative Enterprises
Program at Taylor’s Center for Research
and Innovation. “It is my hope this event

stimulates our undergraduate students to
consider new venture possibilities right
here in East Central Indiana.”
Locher joined four other Taylor students – senior Joel Clark, senior Andrew
Scruton-Wilson, senior Matt Garver and
sophomore Adam Hoeksema – in participating in the business event.
“Working with others under stressful
circumstances forces collaboration that in
turn results in greater understanding and
knowledge among team members,” Bates
said. “Taylor students come away with new
friends, a chance to work with some of the
most capable students in the region, and a
new appreciation for the other schools.”
Students were divided into groups Feb.
1 to begin working with their new teammates on their impromptu business plan.
They proposed their solutions the next
day to the judging panel, which consisted
of professionals from various companies.
The winner was selected based on an
evaluation of innovation, profitability and
market potential.
Locher and her first-place teammates
won a $500 gold coin prize for proposing
a company called FlexMed, which would
offer video conferences for patients to

communicate with their doctors via the
Internet and kiosks.
“I loved the experience because our
group was so diversely talented in specific
business and problem solving skills,” said
Locher, who had never entered a competition like this before. “From participating
in the challenge, I learned a lot about how
people interact under pressure … I learned
a great deal, too, about how important
finding the problem is. Once the problem
was defined, our plan started to fall into
place.”
Students agreed the challenge was a
beneficial learning experience.
“I have written a business plan before,
but never anything with such time constraints,” Hoeksema said. “The biggest
thing I gained was some insight into what
it will be like to work with a group of people in a stressful situation … The overall
experience was great.”
Scruton-Wilson said he appreciated
that each person on his team had something unique to contribute.
“This competition really stretched my
mind and pushed the limits in terms of
thinking outside the box,” he said.
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Kay Warren: a glorious ruin
By Audra Gustin
World Editor

By Emily Bowerman
Contributor
Africa
Kenya - Violence continues
in Kenya in the aftermath of
the disputed elections. But both
sides are discussing a powersharing agreement.
The opposition party has called
for U.N. and African Union
peacekeepers to put a stop to the
bloodshed.
Central African Republic The United Nations released a
report revealing that government troops are still unlawfully
killing civilians.
In the past, troops burned
down entire villages and executed the inhabitants.
President Francois Bozize has
been reining in the rogue officers, and observers are cautiously optimistic that the situation is
improving.
Asia
Pakistan - A suicide bomber
struck at a political rally on Sunday, killing 27 and injuring more
than 40.
Islamic militants have threatened to carry out attacks at any
political gathering. The government pledged to increase security leading up to the Feb. 18
elections.
Also, the country’s ambassador
to Afghanistan, Tariq Azizuddin,
and two atomic energy technicians have gone missing near
the border with Afghanistan.
East Timor - Rebels attempted
to assassinate President and Nobel Peace Prize winner José Ramos-Horta. Ramos-Horta survived and is in stable condition,
despite two gunshot wounds.
In the wake of the attack, the
country declared a 48-hour state
of emergency and requested
Australian military aid to help
maintain security.
Europe
Russia - Ukraine hopes to join
NATO and possibly extend the
U.S. missile defense shield, intended to destroy ballistic missiles Iran or North Korea might
deploy in the future. But Russia

sees the shield as a threat to itself
and now warns it may target its
own missiles at Ukraine if such
an agreement comes about.
Serbia - Kosovo, currently a
province, will likely declare independence within the week.
The European Union will
provide peacekeeping forces to
assist the new nation through
the transition, as Serbia has vigorously resisted Kosovo independence aims in the past and
is trying to annul any possible
declaration of independence in
advance.
Americas
United States - Sen. Barack
Obama has officially overtaken
Sen. Hillary Clinton in the Democratic primary race, acquiring
roughly half of the necessary
2,025 delegates needed to secure the nomination.
On the Republican side, frontrunner Sen. John McCain suffered losses in Louisiana and
Kansas on Saturday, but rebounded in Virginia and Maryland on Tuesday. McCain has
accrued 821 delegates presently,
compared to Huckabee’s 241.
Venezuela - President Hugo
Chavez is threatening to cut off
oil to the U.S. once again after
U.S., British and Dutch courts
decided in Exxon Mobil’s favor to freeze billions of dollars
in Venezuelan oil assets. This
decision came in the wake of
Venezuela’s seizure of Exxon oil
projects last year.
Middle East
Iran - Monday marked the
29th anniversary of Iran’s Islamic revolution. President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad expressed
his resolution to continue the
nation’s nuclear program and to
maintain attempts to launch a
domestic satellite.
Israel - Protesters from Sderot,
a southern town, have demanded more protection against Qassam rockets fired out of Gaza.
Though these attacks have been
a regular occurrence since Israeli withdrawal, the protests
erupted after an 8-year-old boy
lost his leg in a rocket attack.

“What I want to say to you
can be said in a few words,”
said Kay Warren, wife of “Purpose Driven Life” author Rick
Warren, speaking Tuesday at
College Wesleyan Church.
“Surrendered. Disturbed. Ruined.”
In the next hour, she explained those words, giving a
challenge for every Christian to
be dangerously surrendered to
God, seriously and permanently disturbed by our world and
gloriously ruined.
This is a process God has taken her through, Warren said,
catapulting her into forming a
global HIV / AIDS initiative and
speaking out in churches, statehouses and college campuses.
She took for her text Jesus’
call for His disciples to pick up
their crosses and follow Him.
Christians’ normal attitudes
and interpretations of this text
are too sedate, she said, reminiscing about spiritualizing
sermons on the need to think
about others and having to take
up everyday burdens with the
mind of Christ.
“That is the wimpiest thing I
have ever heard,” she said.
Jesus’
disciples,
Warren
pointed out, knew what a cross
was – and they certainly knew
it meant more than trouble,
she said. It meant suffering; it
meant death.
A Christian has to surrender
to God, to the point of death.
She wouldn’t compromise on
that point.
“It is hard to live for Christ
– and it is pretty hard to die for
Him too,” she said, adding a
Christian has to say yes to God
– take risks – without knowing
the answers to where, how and
when.
“I said yes without even knowing the questions,” she said of
her AID intiative. “(And) God
can flip your world around.”

Kay Warren encourages listeners to be dangerous surrendered to God's plan. Warren spoke Tuesday at College Wesleyan Church about her global AIDS initiative.

Five years prior, Warren said,
she hadn’t known or cared
about the disease. A chance
reading of an article on the the
disease’s prevalence in Africa
changed that – and the fact she
didn’t know anyone infected or
affected convicted her.

“I was a white suburban
mother with a minivan,” she
said. “What did I know about a
disease in Africa?”

But God had alerted her, she
said, and she knew someday he
would hold her accountable for
what she did with what he had
brought to her attention.
She surrendered – and once
her eyes were turned toward
the AIDS pandemic, she was seriously disturbed, she said.
“It was like (God) put my
heart through a meat grinder,”
she said.
And today, as an active advocate for the HIV / AIDS infected, Warren considers herself a
glorious ruin.
“The pursuit of the American dream will ruin you,” she
said. “So will being a disciple
of Jesus. If you’re going to be
ruined, why not for something
that matters?”
Warren did not say the issue
of HIV / AIDS was everyone’s
cross, though she did give
some simple steps churches

could take to address the issue
in their communities. Overall,
she urged audience members to
listen when God called them to
surrender.
“Everyone has some issue,”
she said, adding that God calls
all Christians to serve the least,
the last and the lost whomever
and wherever they be.
“I’ve driven around Marion,”
Warren said. “I have seen the
world.”
College Wesleyan Church is
now developing a new vision
for reaching the Marion, community, which stands on the de
facto division between poverty
and those that “wouldn’t rub
shoulders” with them, Young
Adults Pastor Brian Bradford
said.
“We want to be a bridge,” he
said, echoing Warren's insistence on making an invisible
God visible.

buzzwords like “transformational development,” “cultural
sensitivity,” “justice” and “advocacy” also flowed freely.
This year’s theme was “Sustainability: Fruit That Lasts,”
relating successful development work to Jesus’ parable of
the vine and the branches in
John 15.
One of the focal points of
the conference was the Broken
Bread meal, in which many of
the attendees shared a meal of
soy-corn blend, similar to that
used by relief organizations in

emergency situations.
But students seemed to find
the breakout sessions most influential, with their intimate
setting that allowed personal
interaction with representatives from many Christian development organizations. Topics ranged from a politically
charged session on “Development as Peacebuilding and Resistance in Palestine” to the very
practical “Microfinance 101.”
While the conference was
generally geared to those with
previous coursework or interest

in international development,
Taylor students from many
majors benefited greatly from
things they learned at the conference.
Sarah Holzrichter, a sophomore biology major, especially
appreciated a breakout session
entitled “When Charity Destroys Dignity.”
“Often, Western Christians
take on the burden of missions
alone, assuming that the poor
have nothing to give,” Holzrichter said.
“We need to let God sit on His
throne and work through the
‘least of these’ to accomplish
His purposes and plans for the
world.”
Meanwhile, junior Ben
Greenman came away from the
conference with many ideas to
implement on Taylor’s campus.
Greenman said he thought
an “offering of letters” – a
campaign to ask U.S. Congress
members to combat poverty –
was the most practical activity
for Taylor to implement.
Late Saturday night, the Taylor students piled back into our
van for a long drive back. We
were exhausted, faced with the
prospect of hours of homework
and a little bit tired of hearing
the word “sustainability” for the
300th time.
But someone had to bring up
the question: Was it worth it?
Sophomore Karin Case spoke
for the group.
“A fun group of Taylor students, 57 great sessions to
choose from, lunches with
speakers and the continuous
supply of free coffee is definitely
worth it,” she said.

“It was like
(God) put
my heart
through a
meat grinder.”
- Kay Warren -

Using faith to sustain the world
By Krista Hampton
Contributor
I had never seen so many
ethnic bags and social activist
T-shirts in one place.
Two weeks ago, I joined nine
other Taylor students in gathering with more than 600 college
students and faculty members
at the third annual Faith and
International
Development
Conference, hosted by Calvin
College in Grand Rapids, Mich.
Not only was socially conscious fashion all the rage, but

Chinese New Year Celebration

Photo courtesy of Amy Wood

Senior Kaye Patton prepares rice for the annual celebration of the Chinese New Year at the
Soup House. Students contributed dishes from various Asian countries. Nearly 40 participants
enjoyed the home-cooked international dinner.

World
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It ain't easy being

Green Dictionary:

Green

Ecological footprint - a measure of how
much of the earth’s resources go toward
supporting our lifestyles
Eco-friendly - otherwise known as environmentally friendly
Fair trade - promotes safer working conditions and less environmental harm in and
from factories
Postconsumer - materials that have been
used in one product and then recycled to be
used in another consumer product
Compact Fluorescent Lightbulbs - an
energy-saving lightbulb
Energy Star - government-backed program helping businesses and individuals
protect the environment through energy
efﬁciency

By Megumi Johnston - Life & Times Editor

“G

oing green” has become all the rage. As our society begins to understand the
long-term effects of today’s living habits, it is evident that the future of our earth is not
looking so green.
Today’s efforts focus on becoming more environmentally conscious, considering how
much waste each person actually produces. By going green, people try to make decisions
that leave the smallest impact on the earth. While this was difficult in the past because of
the limited number of eco-friendly products, it is not the case any more.
More and more companies are catching onto the trend. Everything from cosmetics to
clothing to cars to cleaning supplies is now available in a “green” formula, each made in
an effort to conserve our planet.
To begin changing your lifestyle, though, you need realize this change cannot be automatic. We cannot wake up one morning and start doing everything green right away. It is
a gradual process. As college students, we can take the initiative to take on some of these
lifestyle changes.
I have taken three very different angles we can consider when changing our habits.
Here are some ways you can become more green …
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Going green in your dorm
One of the first places to start in becoming more eco-friendly is in your living arrangement. Many simple ways exist to begin lessening your ecological footprint.
Some efforts to conserve while in the dorms are taking place in English Hall. The dorm is
participating in a nationwide competition called “Recycle Mania.” The women of English
Hall are competing against universities like Ball State and Butler to reduce the amount
of waste used per person. Each week, the trash and recycling is weighed to
determine the results.
English Hall Director Julie Englesman says recycling nearly doubled
and garbage amounts decreased by almost half in the second week of
competition. English weighed in at 1500 pounds of garbage the first
week and only 700 pounds at the end of the second week.
“It’s cool to see how that might impact our environment,” Englesman
said. “If we put 800 pounds less in a week in a garbage dumb, the effects
could be beneficial long term.”
In addition to the competition, English Hall has a bulletin board focused on
what it means to go green.
“This is the first initiative (in going green.) We want to make English the
best building it could be for the environment,” Englesman said.
Living in a green space :
1. Conserve energy
-Switch to compact fluorescent lightbulbs. CFLs are energy-efficient bulbs that
the Department of Energy says could save enough energy to light more than 3 million
homes for a year if every American home replaced it with just one incandescent lighbulb.
-Turn the thermostat down a couple of the degrees in winter and up a few degrees

By Gretchen Hoffman
Contributor

"Yet I wonder how
many of us have
thought about simply
consuming less. What
if we, in general,
stopped buying as
much stuff?"

f you were to ask me, I would tell you I try to lead an environmentally conscious lifestyle. I am by no means a forerunner in the “going green” movement, but I make an effort to
treat the earth better in a few small ways.
I try not to use plastic bags or drive my car anymore, and I
try to use natural, organic based products when I can ﬁnd /
afford them.
In my research to become more eco-friendly, I came across
an ecological footprint quiz. It informed me that if everyone on
earth lived the way the average American lives, we would need
5.3 planets to sustain our lifestyle.
Feeling fairly conﬁdent in my pro-green choices, I took this
quiz for myself. I was both humbled and alarmed to discover
that if everyone lived as I did, it would still take 3.1 planets to
sustain my lifestyle.*
The numbers were staggering when I really thought about
how much of the earth’s resources I waste.
We hear about this ecological crisis; words like carbon emissions and organic-based products
get thrown around, and everyone seems to have a new idea concerning how to live greener. It
can easily become overwhelming or seem like a trendy, bandwagon gimmick.
So rather than issue another suggestion about biodiesel or alternative cleaning products, my
challenge is to think about waste.
Recycling is important. I cannot stress this enough.
Humans create, on average, 4.4 pounds of waste each day, according to the University of
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Renewable energy - an energy source
that renews itself

in the summer.
Hybrid - a vehicle that uses a combination
-Plug electronics into power strips and turn them off when you leave.
of power sources
2. Eco-laundry
-Switch from liquid detergent to powder. Doing so reduces the amount of
Biodiesel - a cleaner-burning diesel made
water being used.
with products like vegetable oil
-Avoid dryer sheets. The chemicals in them can be the cause of many
health problems.
E85 ethanol- a fuel mixture consisting of
-Use a drying rack. Each time you forgo the drying machine, you prevent
85 percent ethanol and 15 percent gasoline
2.6 kilowatts of electricity and 3.35 pounds of carbon dioxide from enter
Sweatshop - a shop or factory where
ing the atmosphere.
Photo by Timmy Huynh
employees work under very poor conditions.
-Buy “fragrance free” laundry detergent. These fragrances have chemicals
The Taylor bookstore offers a wide selection of clothing from The Cotton Exchange, all manufactured within fair trade regulations in the United States. Looking for fair Often does not follow environmental
that may provoke allergies and skin irritations.
trade clothing ensures items do not come from sweatshops, bookstore Manager Pamela Pegg says.
policies
3. Get creative when decorating your room
-Shop at thrift stores.
Organic - plants grown without the use of
2. Consider the reusability and recyclability of the car.
many environmental standards.
-Reuse as much as possible.
pesticides, fungicides, or inorganic fertilizers
-Are the materials in the car readily returned into the recycling stream?
The next time you go shopping, consider looking
-Look for fair trade products. Taylor’s bookstore has a few lines.
3. Determine the longevity of the vehicle.
for clothing that will keep our earth cleaner.
-Use polyvinyl-free storage. PVC is found in many plastic storage bins and is dan
-Ask yourself, “Will the car last, and will I be happy with it?”
gerous to human health and the environment.
Green clothing suggestions:
-You want to find a low maintenance car that will last. The longer the life of the
1. Look for organic clothes.
vehicle, the less vehicles you will have to consume.
Consider greener transportation
-Prevent the use of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides.
As college students, we have the perfect opportunity to start practicing the conservation
New Technology vehicles:
-Use recycled fibers.
of our earth’s resources. Cars emit pollution that lead to the greenhouse gases blamed for
While many new environmentally efficient vehicles are now available, such as the
2. Purchase clothing made in the U.S.
climate change problems. But the Northeast Sustainable Energy Association says they
hybrid, biodiesel, and E85 ethanol-run cars, we need to ask ourselves if this is a vehicle
-Assures that product wasn’t made in a sweatshop.
also contribute to water pollution through manufacturing and highway runoff, and buildthat is built to last. The technology is so new that cars may contain more risks than one
-Better environmental and working conditions.
ing roads also harms ecosystems.
may realize. As eco-friendly vehicles keep improving, we need to be on the look out for
3. Find fair trade product.
Make an effort to walk or ride your bike as many places, especially around campus.
what is really best for the environment.
-Guarantees environmental standards are kept.
Also, when going on a Wal-Mart run, find out who else around you is going and carpool
-Reduces environmental impact.
as much as possible.
Green is the new black
As we leave Taylor, though, most of us may find ourselves needing a car. Environmental
We’ve all probably heard the new saying, “Green is the new black.”
While all these ways to get involved in developing a cleaner earth may be overwhelmScience Professor Paul Rothrock, encourages students to ask themselves, “What is it that
With the increased attention to the harmful chemicals and pollutants we are putting
ing, do not try to take it all on at once. Pick a few changes you can make to your life, and
I really need?”
into our air, many clothing companies have responded in a positive way. Looking to use
begin to implement those.
Compact cars save - in gas, in harmful emissions and in money. Many enjoy the benefits
recycled plastic and organic materials, brands like Nike, Patagonia, Gap and Nordstrom
Sure, drawbacks exist – going green can be more expensive and sometimes less conveof larger vehicles like sport utility vehicles, but the impact they have on the earth is also
have started to change the materials used in production.
nient – but the rewards are a healthier, more sustainable earth.
much greater.
The Taylor bookstore is even doing its part to protect the environment by selling clothAs you look forward to seeing some green grass this spring, consider what you can do
“I think people overbuy,” Rothrock said. “They tend to buy for the rare cases and not
ing items made in the U.S. These, made by The Cotton Exchange, are guaranteed not to
to help keep it looking that way.
the everyday case. Instead of buying a vehicle for the purpose of hauling big things, rent
have been made in sweatshops, says Manager Pamela Pegg.
or borrow for that specific occasion.”
“We carry American made products because we try not to deal with companies that use
When looking at all of the vehicle options, it may be easy to become overwhelmed. With
workers in sweatshops,” Pegg said. “(Bookstore employee) Mary and I did a missions trip
Editor’s note: This topic encompasses a huge subject, and I realize I have only skimmed
new technology, more cars are marketing their eco-friendly qualities. At the same time,
in Guatemala, and while we were in a village, we asked our host, ‘Where are all the men?’
the surface. I do not by any means intend to disregard other efforts in environmental
old technology vehicles offer similar ways to remain environmentally conscious. What
The host said that the men were working in the sweatshops. This issue then became very
conservation.
should you consider when making this purchase? Rothrock has some suggestions:
near and dear to our hearts.”
Not only do sweatshops promote unsafe working conditions, but they also do not follow
Old technology vehicles:
1. Find a car with good gas mileage.
-Chose a car that can get more than 30 miles per gallon.

Treading LightMy Ecological Footprint
I
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Colorado’s recycling information. Waste adds up quickly.
Recycling can not only reduce this number; it can also keep harmful toxins and pollutants from entering our air, ground water and
homes.
Yet I wonder how many of us have thought about simply consuming less. What if we, in general, stopped buying as much stuff?
I am the queen of junk. My closet is jammed with things I bought
and used a few times or half-ﬁnished projects I really thought I
would complete.
What if, instead of buying the same amount of stuff that is recyclable, I just bought less stuff?
What if I could think before each impulse buy, “Do I need it?” The
answer is almost always, “No.”
The implications of this kind of thinking go way beyond environmental awareness and even reach into the spiritual climate of my
heart. I do not need that stupid movie I’ll watch once just because
it’s in the $5 bin at Wal-Mart – and do not even get me started on the

dollar section at Target.
I get so easily sucked into buying because I ﬁnd a “deal.” This kind of living is just wrong, and
it needs to change.
So rather than getting overwhelmed by all of this green frenzy, take small steps. Think not
only about what you buy, but how much you buy. Reduce your ecological footprint by consuming less stuff, which will eventually turn into waste. Your earth – and your wallet – will thank
you.
*You can ﬁnd the ecological footprint quiz at www.ecofoot.org.
Photo courtesy of ﬂickr.com

'Hodson Hidden Treasures' contest

Ever wanted to share your personal recipes with the world? Now you can! We, the Life & Times editors, want you to have your chance to share a special dining commons recipe with the rest of
campus! Do some experimenting, test it on your friends and ﬁnd the perfect recipe. On Feb. 29, The Echo’s Life & Times page will print the winners and their recipes, so don't miss out! Send your
recipes to echo@taylor.edu with speciﬁc instructions no later than Tues., Feb. 26. We'll test these recipes out and decide on a winner. This could be your big break. Don't delay! Bam!
Here's an example of some Hodson Hidden Treasures, provided by our staff to get your noodle cookin.’

Mug Mufﬁns
Cinnamon Raisin
- wafﬂe mix
- cinnamon sugar
- raisins
Banana Nut
- wafﬂe mix
- banana
- nuts (from the ice cream station)
Mix each in a mug 2/3 of the way full with batter.
Microwave for 60 seconds.

Milkshakes
Chocolate Peanut Butter
- soft-serve twist ice cream
- chocolate syrup
- peanut butter
- chocolate milk
Peanut Butter Delight
- soft-serve vanilla ice cream
- peanut butter
- Butterﬁnger bits
- white milk
Mix each in a tall glass and enjoy.
Photo by Ellen Koch
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'Atonement' gives way to disappointment
By Josh Porter
A&E Editor
“Atonement” is a gorgeous
film – visually spectacular. Never before have I seen a movie
that goes to such great lengths
to conceal its shallow core.
“Atonement” begins in 1935
on a country estate in England,
which houses a mother and her
two daughters, Cecilia (Keira
Knightley – “Pride and Prejudice,” “The Pirates of the Carribean”) and 13-year-old Briony
(Saoirse Ronan). The housekeeper’s son, Robbie, harbors feelings
for Cecilia, which are unexpectedly made known to Cecilia.
Cecilia is taken aback at first,
but soon the two meet in an
act of passion that Briony, who
harbors her own feelings for
Robbie, is unfortunate enough
to witness. Infuriated with jealousy, Briony impulsively accuses Robbie of a crime he didn’t
commit, and he’s sent to prison,
where he eventually takes the
opportunity to shorten his sentence by serving as a soldier in
World War II. During his enlistment, Robbie frequently writes
to Cecilia, promising to return
and marry her as soon as he
can.
“Atonement” has received
nominations for seven Oscars,
including Best Picture, which
isn’t surprising. It’s exactly the
type of sweeping epic romance
that tends to make the cut
(think “Titanic,” “Cold Mountain,” “Shakespeare in Love”).
But this film’s Oscar-worthiness

Photo courtesy of atonementthemovie.co.uk

“Atonement” recieved an R rating for disturbing war images, language and some sexuality. It has recieved nominations for seven
Academy Awards, including Best Picture, Best Adapted Screenplay and Best Cinematography.

doesn’t seem to hold up under
closer scrutiny.
That’s not to say it’s not a great
film. “Atonement” is an excellent
period piece, with masterfully
written dialogue and splendid
visuals. It doesn’t take a sharp
eye to notice that filmmakers
have carefully planned every
camera shot and packed every

frame of film with detail and
vibrance. If this were a cinematography review, “Atonement”
would get a 10 out of 10.
Unfortunately, this column
has other things to consider,
such as story, pacing and characters. These are the areas in
which “Atonement” falls short.
My biggest gripe with “Atone-

ment” is its core love story. With
such an epic tale and setting, it
seems reasonable that the film’s
central romance should be
equally epic. In fact, this is the
weakest part of the film.
Mainly, the romance just
doesn’t make any sense. Filmmakers seem to expect audiences to believe Cecilia falls in

love with Robbie instantly, presumably as a result of a sexually
explicit note written by Robbie
that accidentally makes its way
into Cecilia’s hands.
This just doesn’t add up, even
given the already unrealistic nature of the genre.
Even more improbable is the
complete devotion the lovers

have for each other after Robbie is shipped off for four years.
They have practically no shared
experiences to hold onto – just
a few supremely awkward moments and a sudden night of
shallow sexual passion. Robbie
leaves literally the following day.
It’s an incredibly weak premise
that collapses under the weight
of the film’s conversely strong
cinematography.
Saoirse Ronan has received an
Oscar nomination for Best Supporting Actress for her portrayal
of Briony, and she certainly deserves it. Her multifaceted performance stands out in a bevy
of obtuse and rather stiff characters. The actors’ parts are still
decently written, but watching
them for more than two hours
becomes rather tiresome.
The ending of the film also
disappointed me. After an hour
and a half of shallow and disjointed storytelling, the makers of “Atonement” seemed to
scramble to whip up some semblance of a point for the film. I
won’t spoil it for anyone – I’ll
just say the film’s concluding
lesson is forced, silly and really
quite depressing.
“Atonement” is up against
some incredible and unique
films for Best Picture. It worries me that the film is lumped
together with the likes of “Michael Clayton” and “There Will
Be Blood.” On its surface, it’s a
beautiful, powerful film – but it
ultimately does nothing unique.
Movie Rating: 6 out of 10

'The Hobbit' continues his quest in campus theater
Adrienne Chaudoin
Staff Writer
“In a hole in the ground, there
lived a hobbit. Not a nasty, dirty,
wet hole, filled with the ends
of worms and an oozy smell …
It was a hobbit-hole, and that
means comfort.”
Most of us grew up to the familiar words of J.R.R. Tolkien’s
“The Hobbit,” and after the successful “Lord of the Rings” trilogy, we can’t seem to get enough.
That’s why Taylor’s campus is
greatly anticipating the upcom-

ing campus theater production,
“The Hobbit.”
Upon entering the Mitchell
Theater, viewers will see a stage
set with an elaborate golden circle to incorporate the theme of a
hobbit hole. A real hobbit door
sits in the middle of it. With the
“Lord of the Rings” soundtrack
playing in the background, I immediately felt the same excitement I had during the opening
credits of the LOTR films.
The play opens with Bilbo,
played by junior Erik Hatcher,
and Gandalf, played by junior

Thomas Nicol. They are quickly joined by a merry group of
dwarves and their leader, Thorin, played by sophomore Andrew Goedicke, as Bilbo prepares for his grave journey.
The play includes famous
scenes from the book, such as
Bilbo’s encounter with the trolls,
Mirkwood forest and the barrel
escape from the elves. But the
most anticipated scene is the
hair-raising first encounter with
Gollum, played by sophomore
Jonathan Friday.
With Bilbo lost in a dark cave,

the audience hears the ever-ominous “Precious?” as the silhouette of a creature on four legs
crawls across stage. Not acting
or sounding quite like the movie
version of Gollum, Friday does a
fantastic job with his character.
When the lights came up for
intermission, I sat on the edge of
my seat wanting the show to go
on. Fifteen minutes later, I was
more than ready to continue on
a journey I felt like I had joined.
The second act contains just
as many surprises in both props
and characters – my favorite, of

course, being Smaug the dragon, played by junior Jared Sorensen. Before the show, I had
some concerns about size ratios
and Smaug’s appearance.
I was not at all disappointed in
the appearance of Smaug, I will
let you find out for yourself how
he looks and sounds.
With tryouts before Christmas
break, practices began the first
week of January. They practiced
at least twice a week, three to
four hours at a time. This past
week, they practiced every night.
The hard work of the cast was

obvious. The sets looked great,
and I’ll just say a lot of work
went into making the hobbits
small and the elves tall. And
the show contains many little
surprises to make this favorite
book of ours come alive.
I suggest that anyone who has
time for a little adventure take
time to journey with a hobbit at
8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday,
and next weekend at 8 p.m. Friday through Sunday.
“For the time will soon come
when hobbits will shape the fortunes of all.”

Prof. Alsobrook sculpts the human condition
By Lindsey Buchanan
Contributor
At first glance, the sculptures
in Professor Rob Alsobrook’s art
exhibit, “Architectural Structures & References to the Human Form,” seemed almost unintentional.
The objects appeared like softly molded masses, just barely
held together.
Some reminded me of banana
peels left lingering in the trash
until they pass beyond recognition.

I was drawn to them – drawn
to examine, interpret and connect with the sculptures, as if in
sympathy for their state of degeneration.
I walked around the main
gallery in the Modelle Metcalf
Visual Arts Center long enough
to make my own observations;
then I allowed myself to read
the titles and the explanation to
see what Alsobrook had to say.
He referred in his explanation
to two aspects of the human
condition: our natural tendency to degenerate and become

nothing and our ability to contain something more. Through
his forms, he said, he wished to
represent humans as vessels for
the Spirit.
I re-examined the sculptures
with this in mind. I examined
their emptiness and thought of
how wretched they seemed as
references to man.
In comparison to the figures
of sculptors past, who aimed to
make man an object of perfected
beauty, Alsobrook’s works are
certainly difficult to receive.
But they do have a sort of

Photo by Andy Marston

Alsobrook's “Time Observation” simulates clay drying out over time and is on display in the
Modelle Metcalf Visual Arts Center. The first bowl has clay that is totally submerged, and the
water level gradually diminishes, revealing dry clay.
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power.
I can’t imagine anyone walking around, looking at the sculptures, leaving and casually saying, “That was nice. What’s for
lunch?”
Though the various “Human
Vessels” evoked a mixed response, I was fascinated by the
one piece that’s different.
All of the “Human Vessels”
stand upright on pedestals and
have a similar aesthetic quality.
But on one side of the room, on
the floor, is a piece that is simple, but beautiful.

Alsobrook has combined large
and simple shapes to create a
unique base for a series of handmade bowls.
In each bowl is a bit of clay. He
has arranged the bowls in series
from a bit of clay that is almost
totally submerged in water to a
dry chunk, entitling the piece
“Time Observation.” To me,
this seems a simple and concise
statement on the frailty of human life and intentions.
Though the sculptures in
this exhibit are far from what
I would call beautiful, they un-

deniably evoke a reaction. As I
left, I wondered where the picture of hope is in all of this. I’m
sure the intent of the artist was
not to leave me depressed and
hopeless. In fact, I believe it was
the opposite.
Alsobrook’s explanation said
people are not trapped in decay,
but our spirit will “transcend the
physical body.” If only he gave a
way to see that escape, not just
the essence of what’s “left behind.”
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By David Smith
Guest Columnist
Last week, Amy Watkins
wrote a thought-provoking
article on the clause “he descended into hell” found in
the Apostles’ Creed. With her
blessing, I have decided to respond to some important issues that her article raises.
The first is the question of
content. Did Jesus go to hell
between his crucifixion and
resurrection? The second has
to do with theological method. How do we answer the
content question?
Amy’s first inclination was
to search for chapter and
verse. Does the Bible teach
this and if so, where? Not a
bad move on her part.
For orthodox Protestants
(a.k.a. evangelicals), the Bible is the ultimate theological source. Amy discovered
Ephesians 4 and 1 Peter 3,
but concluded these passages
provide a weak basis for the
claim that Christ descended
into hell.
I had a very similar experience in the 1990s as I was
becoming more connected to
Church history both personally and professionally. I was
raised in a church that was
noncreedal; we never recited
the creeds.
But as I began attending
churches that did use them, I
stumbled over the same line
that Amy finds troubling, and
for the same reason. So what
is the answer?
I eventually discovered that
virtually all of the Church fathers (ca. A.D. 100-500) believed Christ went to Hades to
deliver Old Testament saints
from the “place of the dead”

and to take them to heaven.
A few were even more daring,
speculating that Christ may
have given the unrighteous a
chance to repent and be saved
(cf. 1 Pet. 4:6).
They based their belief in
his descent on passages like
Ephesians 4 and 1 Peter 3
– and others as well.
For example, they believed
that Matthew 12:40 (“so will
the Son of Man be three days
and three nights in the heart
of the earth”) and Acts 2:27
(“You will not leave my soul
in Hades”) implied that Christ
would go to Hades, but would
not stay there.
These Church fathers – especially those of the second
century – were also inheritors of oral traditions about
and from Christ and the apostles, which is one reason why
I value them so much. They
were also the ones who canonized and first interpreted
the New Testament writings,
and were the Church’s first
theologians.
As the implications of all
this began to be clear to me,
I started to become more
comfortable with everything
in both creeds (Apostles’ and
Nicene).
Finally, I discovered Luther’s attitude toward this
clause. He believed that
Christ descended into hell to
conquer Satan and destroy
the power of evil in the lives
of Christians.
Since victory over evil is
central to the apostolic understanding of Christ’s death
and resurrection, this made
sense to me. At that point, the
image of Christ proclaiming,
“It is finished” in hell gripped
my mind and my heart.

Authenticity:
Get real

By Sam Edgin
Columnist
Authenticity is a catch
phrase. Students at Taylor
hear it a lot. They pray for it,
plead for it and campaign for
it, but it remains elusive.
A good portion of this campus desires authenticity, so
naturally a good portion of this
campus should be authentic,
igniting sparks of authenticity in those around them. This
concept should be spreading like wildfire, and people
shouldn’t have to yearn for it
so much anymore.
Somehow things aren’t
working quite that well.
Where is the error?
I can only pose ideas. I am
not an expert, but I’m going to
give it my best.
First, to define authenticity: Webster says it is “true to
one’s own personality, spirit
or character” or “not false or
imitation.” That leaves us precisely where we started.
Yes, people are not being
true to themselves; and, surprise - other people are getting fed up with it. Here we
get stuck.
People are fed up with this
rampant lack of authenticity. So, they say, be more authentic, all of you people who
aren’t! Because, they say, we
need more of people showing
their real selves.
But what do we mean by au-
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thenticity? Another definition
of authenticity I found relates
to being the original. Do we really know the original of these
people we are criticizing?
Maybe there is a better question to ask:
Are we the original?
In demanding that someone else be authentic, we also
stumble in the occasion that
we may not know if we are
truly authentic ourselves. Are
we? Frankly, I can’t recommend anything but a lot of
soul-searching,
meditation
and prayer to answer this. I
feel the very deepest level of
authenticity must be dealt
with individually.
That may say something.
It suggests that pushing authenticity campus-wide can
only go so far. Much more
needs to be done in the heart.
Those who aren’t sure how
to reveal themselves get just
a skin-deep push from campus-wide campaigns. What
they really need is for people
to pay attention and find the
real them.
If authenticity is something
that is really on your heart,
examine yourself. See if you
know yourself. Prove to yourself that the person everyone
sees is the real you.
Then, instead of mentioning
in every small group that what
this campus needs is more authenticity (we all know; you
told us last week), find that
person you feel is not so authentic.
Hang out with them, talk
to them, let them know how
important you think they are.
Open yourself wide and invite
them to do the same.
They just might.

I concluded that Christ’s
descent was compatible with
(and probably implied by)
Scripture, believed almost
universally by the Church fathers, and supported by Luther, the father of the Protestant Reformation.
As a Christian who desired
to be intentionally connected
to the “one holy, catholic and
apostolic Church” (Nicene
Creed), I finally felt free to
confess both creeds in their
entirety and have been doing
so ever since.
However, as Paul once said,
“Each one should be fully
convinced in his own mind”
(Rom. 14:5).
David Smith is an associate
professor of philosophy and
religion at Taylor.

By Randy Gruendyke
Guest Columnist
Kudos to Amy Watkins for
her thoughtful and well-written piece, “When Jesus Goes to
Hell.” Amy’s question, concerning a biblical understanding of
the ancient affirmation that,
“(Jesus) descended into hell,”
precedes her penetrating and
complimentary query, “Do you
know why you believe what you
believe?”
Fewer students are growing
up in congregations that confess
the time-honored creeds of the
church. These creeds, though not
exhaustive in what they affirm,
unite our generation with the
historic Christian church. This
union is especially important for
us at Taylor, since we come from
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many different denominational
backgrounds. So, when we confess the Apostles’ Creed, we are
identifying ourselves with “the
holy, catholic (lowercase “c,”
meaning “universal”) church,”
as it is put, both now and down
through the ages.
In concert with the historic
and worldwide church, those
who confess the Apostles’ Creed
affirm that, between the cross
and his resurrection, Jesus “descended into hell.” Of any phrase
in the creed, this is the one that
keeps hall lights on late into the
night. Looking at it from more
than one angle is especially helpful in beginning to understand
what it means.
The first angle from which
to view this phrase is certainly
that of location: Where is the
hell to which Jesus descended?
Amy correctly cites two passages
upon which that statement can
be based, Ephesians 4:9 and 1
Peter 3:19-20. Other texts that
help define the phrase include
Job 38:17, Matthew 12:38-40,
Acts 2:22-32, Romans 10:7 and
1 Peter 4:6.
The hell to which the creed
refers is neither the scene of ultimate punishment about which
Jesus speaks or James writes
(e.g. Matthew 5:22, Luke 12:5,
James 3:6), nor is it the place
into which fallen angels were
cast in lieu of later judgment (2
Peter 2:4).
Rather, hell is the place of the
dead (“sheol” in Hebrew; “hades” in Greek), the location to
which souls go upon their demise and remain until the Day
of Judgment. This is the reason
why a local church at which I
once worked prints an asterisk
after the word “hell” in the Apostles’ Creed, defining it at the bottom of the bulletin page as, “The

place of the dead.”
The second angle from which
to consider this challenging
phrase is a theological one. There
is no shortage of debate concerning where the biblical hell
is and what it is like. But on this
all sides largely agree: The place
of ultimate, cosmic punishment
involves separation from God,
expressed most dramatically in
Revelation 20:11-21:3.
Interestingly, some people
dismiss any fear of hell with
the idea that it simply involves
separation from God. But separation from God is graphically
portrayed by the separation of
Jesus from his Father on our
behalf at calvary. In Matthew
27:46, Christ utters the agonizing question, “My God, My God,
why have you forsaken me?” the excruciating dimensions of
which are expressed in Psalm
22:1-18 as well as other Messianic prophecies.
The fact that Jesus endured
the ravages of hell (i.e. separation from God) so that we
don’t have to provoked Australian John Dickson to entitle his
evangelistic biography of Jesus
“A Hell of a Life.” It also inspired
one preacher to proclaim, “If
hell is only separation from God,
then bring on the flames!” intimating that a literal lake of fire
is preferable to a crushing and
oppressive eternity apart from
one’s creator.
The bottom line is this: In
terms of location, “hell” is the
place of the dead. In terms of
experience it is, at the very least,
being separated from God. With
this understanding, shaped by
the Scripture, we can humbly
and gratefully confess that, “(Jesus) descended into hell.”
The Rev. Randy Gruendyke is
Taylor's campus pastor.

Valentine’s Day is a cheap
imitation of love if there isn’t a
spirit of love, regardless of the
relationship. There is nothing
wrong with a heartfelt show
of affection (this is not a PDA
endorsement), but don’t just
show it; live it. Live life with all
of your friends in a loving way.
The Christian notion to love
is so strong that we shouldn’t
settle for what the world passes
off as love. It is not a mushy
word that need only be associ-

ated with romance. To be a living Christian is to be a loving
person. Love ought to be tangible, but it need not be tawdry.
So regardless of whether
you liked Valentine’s Day, or
whether you received 50 or
60 heart-shaped, candy-filled
packages, love and Valentine’s
Day still apply.
Even more so than Christmas, the spirit of Valentine’s
Day should last all year long.

All you need is love
By Mark Heydlauff
Columnist
President Emeritus Jay Kesler has given his opening chapel address of the semester,
and now it is time for me to
write my first column of the semester.
The two great Gibraltars of
the Taylor world are standing
firm: Jay and me. Earth is still
rotating on its axis, and the
snow continues to fall in Indiana. What could be more perfect? Love?
Yes, love. Thursday marked
the favorite day of floral and
card retailers throughout the
world. Chocolatiers made their
cakes and ate them too.
Those boyfriends and husbands who were dumb enough
to miss the significance of the
14th day of February awoke
with the dogs this morning.
Love, through the imagery
of bright red hearts and gaudy
pink stuffed teddy bears, is expressed every year in the institution of Valentine’s Day. What
a storied history it has.

Just think of warm, romantic scenes like the 1929 Saint
Valentine’s Day massacre (I
would do anything for love, but
I wouldn’t do that) featuring
the lovable cupid himself, Al
Capone. Now that’s someone
who gave love a bad name.
Or perhaps you would recite Keats instead. Either way,
Valentine’s Day doesn't seem
to be going away anytime soon,
much to my chagrin.
As much as I have extolled its
praises thus far, I should note
some reality about Valentine’s
Day.
It has become overly commercialized, and though it ostensibly honors the virtue of
love, it has come to represent
the importance of impressions.
I think that should change.
I’m not going to go on an anticommercialization buzz, but I
do want to challenge our view
of love. Why has love been
coopted by romance?
Love is a pretty big concept.
Love lifts us up where we belong. Love your neighbor as
yourself. Speak the truth in
love. Love never ends; it’s the
only thing that remains.
Considering the cultural and
biblical value for love, why do
we settle for a dozen roses?
Or, as Jay might suggest, why
do we settle for a nibble on the
earlobe?
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Men's basketball falls to St. Francis
First half shooting woes contribute to upset at home for Taylor
By Russell Balikian
Sports Editor
Cold
first-half
shooting
plagued the Taylor men’s basketball team as the Trojans
dropped their second-straight
conference game 58-53 to the
University of St. Francis in Saturday’s home matchup.
Connecting on only two of 11
first-half 3-point attempts, the
Trojans (18-9, 7-6) struggled
to get the ball into the basket
for the first 20 minutes. The
Cougars (13-14, 4-9), who are
ranked seventh of eight teams
in the Mid-Central Conference,
took advantage of Taylor’s lack
of scoring, and the Trojans went
into halftime down 27-18.
The situation looked better
for Taylor as the team came out
strong in the second half, shooting 46 percent from behind the
arc and cutting the halftime deficit down to two points. But St.
Francis responded and slowly
but steadily built up a lead,
and with just under seven minutes to play, the Trojans found
themselves down 11.
The Trojans made one final
surge for the win, scoring seven
quick, unanswered points to
bring the deficit down to four.
The two teams then began
trading baskets as time wound
down, and Taylor came within
three points of St. Francis several times, making for a onePhoto courtesy of Jim Garringer

Junior Chad Reynolds makes a move to the basket in Saturday's game against St. Francis.

Track and field hits stride at Anderson
By Stephen Groves
Staff Writer
The Taylor men’s track and
field team ran home with a victory Saturday at the Anderson
Indoor Invitational, dominating the field of seven teams.
The women’s team also
showed bright spots with several strong performances, finishing fifth in the competition.
The men’s team asserted itself
by winning 10 of 16 events, giving the Trojans a 70-point cushion over the nearest competitor.
Their win included a sweep of
all three relay events.
“At the college level, winning
10 out of 16 is really good,” said
freshman Nathan Kirsch.
Senior Drew Cowan stood
above the competition in the
35-pound weight throw, winning the event with a throw of
51 feet 2 inches and attaining
the provisional qualifying mark
for the NAIA Indoor Championships.
Coach Ted Bowers also
praised junior Ian Brown for his
double victory in the 55-meter
and 200-meter races.
“(He) did really well and al-

most qualified for nationals (in
the 200),” Bowers said. “He was
all alone in the race at the end
and still set a good time.”
The women’s team, while not
taking home the overall prize,
put forth a successful effort and
had several highlights.
Sophomore Andrea Elsman
led the way for the Trojans, taking first in the pole vault with
an indoor personal record of 10
feet.
She also placed first in the triple jump, followed immediately
by senior teammates Kelsey
Randall and Vanessa Fereshetian to lead a sweep of the event
for the Lady Trojans.
Sophomore Alyssa Johnson
also claimed a victory, putting
on a personal record performance in the mile.
“She had a breakout day,”
Bowers said.
Both the men’s and women’s
teams are performing well early
in the season, Bowers said.
Elsman echoed this sentiment.
“I think that the team is off to
a great start this year,” she said.
“We put a lot of work into our
offseason training, and I think

that it has been very beneficial
to our performances so far.”
The teams hold high expectations for the upcoming season.
Bowers hopes to claim a conference championship for the
men’s team.
“We are looking for a lot of
depth and consistency to win
the conference championship,”
he said. “We are not peaking
yet, but we are way ahead of
where we were last season.”
Bowers expressed equal enthusiasm for the women’s team,
but explained they did not have
enough members to provide the
depth that is needed for a conference championship.
“Our goals for the girls’ side
are more individually-oriented,” he said. “We want to improve and qualify some team
members for nationals.”
Elsman also focused on the
team dynamic of the sport.
“One of our goals for the girl’s
team this year is to really encourage each other, on and off
the track,” she said.
Both Taylor teams will travel
to Indiana Wesleyan University on Saturday for their next
meet.

Head-to-head with Alyssa Johnson

Photo by Ellen Koch

Sports

Full name: Alyssa Elaine Johnson
Age: 20
Height: 5’ 9.5”
Nickname: AJ
Birthplace: Muncie, Ind.
Sports: Track and cross country
Class: Sophomore
Birthday: November 25, 1987
Greatest sports accomplishments: Cross-country / track records in high school, NAIA nationals
Residence: 3rd North English
Major: Elementary / Special Education
Pre-game ritual: Dance-offs!
Advice: “You can impress people from a distance,
but you can impact people from up close.”
Favorite Bible verse: “I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me.” — Phil. 4:13
Most embarrassing moment: Stopping at the
wrong line at the end of a track race - last year!
Best prank: The Jarheads stealing my ID and taping it to the D.C. rafters
Strangest food you've eaten: Deer heart
I'd rather... do something fun and humiliate myself
than sit back and watch from the side.
Greatest fear: Choking / drowning (even though I
know how to swim)
Favorite superhero: Spiderman

possession game. But in order
to stop the clock, the Trojans
were forced to foul, and St.
Francis maintained a lead.
With only 20 seconds remaining, junior Daniel Cox
knocked down one of his five
3-pointers to bring the Trojans
to within two points of the Cougars. A Taylor foul sent Cougar Kreigh Hentrup to the free
throw line for a one-and-one,
but he only made the first shot.
Down three, Taylor still had a
chance to tie up the game.
Against a solid Cougar defense, the Trojans worked to
get a good look from behind the
arc. The ball ended up in the
hands of junior Jacob Bream,
who shot a tough 3-pointer at
the top of the key. But the ball
came up short, and two more
St. Francis points sent the Trojans into a tie for fifth place in
the MCC as they fell 58-53 to
the Cougars.
Cox led all scorers with 18
points, shooting 63 percent
from 3-point range. Juniors
Chad Reynolds and Kyle Pickett
also contributed 10 points each
for Taylor.
Rebounding proved to be another pitfall for the Trojans on
Saturday as they pulled down
only 21 boards to the Cougars’
37, 16 of which were offensive
rebounds that allowed the Cougars extra possessions.
Taylor beat St. Francis 61-49

Trojan Sports
(Home games in bold)

Baseball

Upcoming games:
3 p.m. Fri. at Asbury
1 p.m. Sat. at Asbury

Basketball

(Men 18-9, 7-6)
L, 58-53 St. Francis*
Upcoming games:
3 p.m. Sat. at Goshen*
7 p.m. Wed. vs.
Spring Arbor*
(Women 13-13, 7-6)
L, 69-52 St. Francis*
Upcoming games:
1 p.m. Sat. vs. Goshen*^
7 p.m. Wed. at Spring Arbor*^

Track and Field

Anderson Invitational
Men 1st of 7
Women 5th of 7
Upcoming meets:
12 p.m. at IWU Indoor Open
* denotes MCC match
^ denotes WTUR broadcast
on the road in the teams’ first
MCC contest.
Taylor will travel to face off
against conference foe Goshen
College at 3 p.m. Saturday. The
Trojans’ next and final regular
season home game is at 7 p.m.
Wednesday against Spring Arbor.

Baseball gears up for season
By Eric True
Contributor

we can to get ready to play,”
he said. “We have been able to
get a lot of swings in, but the
majority of our practice time
focuses on our pitchers getting
ready and being consistent defensively.”
Despite
the
difficulties
caused by bad weather, Gould
says his team is strong on
unity.
“There are never issues with
guys on the team not getting
along or not wanting to play
together,” he said. “It makes
it a lot easier when we are all
on the same page. It’s hard
enough to beat the other team
– even harder when you are
fighting yourself.”
Junior catcher Braden Dissinger seconded Gould’s comments about the team’s unity.

“We’re a very tightly-knit
group,” he said. “We spend a
lot of time together, whether
it’s on or off the field.”
One of the goals of this year’s
team is learning how to play
complete games, Dissinger
said.
“We’ve really focused on
finishing games – playing all
game long and maintaining
leads when we’re up,” he said.
Dissinger also said the
sophomores will draw on their
experience from last year to
strengthen this year’s team.
Senior pitcher Drew Severns
agreed.
“The offseason has been a
time of growth for the team,
both on and off the field,” senior pitcher Drew Severns
said.

After a strong off-season,
Taylor’s baseball team looks to
rebound from its 25-26 record
last season.
Taylor’s baseball team kicks
off its season at 3 p.m. Friday
with a game at Asbury University, hoping to draw on
strengths in starting pitching,
infield defense and a balanced
batting order.
As the players prepare for
the game against Asbury, the
team is focusing on its season overall, Coach Kyle Gould
said.
“We haven’t done anything
special for Asbury,” he said.
“We are getting ready to play
this season and to play our best
baseball in the games
that matter the most.
Asbury just happens
to be the first team on
our schedule. I will
say, however, that all
26 guys are excited to
get outside and play
somebody.”
Not being able to
practice outside because of bad weather
has definitely been an
issue when preparing
to start the season,
Gould said.
“We have spent
most of our time inPhoto by Timmy Huynh
side the Kesler (Student Activities) Cen- Sophomore Wade Rychener fields a ball in Thursday’s practice in the
ter doing whatever Kesler Center. The Trojans travel to Asbury this weekend.

Lady Trojans downed by No. 5 St. Francis
By Russell Balikian
Sports Editor
The
women’s
basketball
team’s three-win streak in the
Mid-Central Conference was
snapped on Saturday as the
Lady Trojans traveled to St.
Francis and lost 69-52.
The first half was a rocky one
for the Lady Trojans (13-13, 76), who misfired on all six of
their 3-point attempts and shot
only 32 percent from the field.
Meanwhile St. Francis (24-2,
12-1), ranked fifth nationally in
NAIA Div. II, capitalized on the

Lady Trojans’ shooting woes
and entered halftime with a 3424 lead.
Taylor still had trouble finding the basket in the second
half, shooting just 26 percent
from the floor for a game total of 32 percent. Although the
Lady Trojans fought hard, St.
Francis amassed a seven-point
second-half victory to bring the
final score to 69-52.
The loss did not change the
Lady Trojans’ MCC standings as they maintained their
fourth-place position with a

1.5-game lead over fifth-place
Huntington.
Junior Paige Rudolph led the
Lady Trojans with 17 points
and 10 rebounds. As the ninthranked free throw shooter nationally in NAIA Div. II, Rudolph also knocked down all
eight of her attempts from the
line, extending her streak to 27
consecutive free throws. Sophomore Bethany Ballard also contributed 12 points.
Taylor hosts Goshen College
for its next MCC matchup at 1
p.m. Saturday in Odle Arena.

